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Installation Guide
E X T E R I O R  S H I P L A P  S I D I N G

Exterior shiplap siding can be installed horizontally or vertically. In horizontal application, start at 
the bottom and work up with the groove edges facing downwards. Siding must be fastened with 
two fasteners per framing member (16” - 24” On Center), simply fastening through the tongue is 
not sufficient. Nails must penetrate 1-1/2 inches into solid wood. Use of 8d x 2 1/2” Stainless Steel 
Ring Shank Nails are recommended. 

In vertical application, start at one corner with grooved edge toward the adjacent wall. Use a level 
or plumb line to ensure that the first board is installed plumb. The grooved edge of the first board 
may have to be trimmed to ensure a flush fit. Siding is nailed to horizontal blocking lines installed 
between studs or to furring strips. As with horizontal installation, pieces must be fastened with 
at least two fasteners per framing member (16” - 24” On Center). 

Stud Stud

House Wrap House Wrap

Exterior Sheathing Exterior Sheathing

Shiplap Direct Paneling

Shiplap Direct Paneling

Extra Nail

6” and Narrower Siding 8” and Wider Siding

Nails must penetrate 
solid wood 1 - 1/2”

Nails must penetrate 
solid wood 1 - 1/2”

Nails 2 1/2” - 3” apart


